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Agitation and disorder 
i in Jakarta 
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, "I live in an apartment. It has air conditioning. a 
' personal bathroom and a river view. I love ll, a man 
, ;:;aid in one scene of Ascan Brcuer"s documentary 
I Jakarta Disorder. • 

j 
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Hans David Tampubolon 

:-\ fi r:bill' tht• 111:lil might ~0\IIIU 

\
\ \/ I like a rypiral membL'r of 
} . ' Jal:arta's upper midt!k 

...J t_j dass. he is a slum c.iwclkr 
who 1:1:th•s a living hy rdillin;; min­ 
l'ial w:irc~ d ispens,·r b:trn:ls along 
the rain racks. 
The apartment is a sc-rni-perm:i- 

11,·m hut huilr 011 the siclc- of a dirrv, 
pollutL·tl river in Jak.ma. The air 
-:onditionin1;. according tCl thl' man. 
l!.<.:'s Vl'lY em·iro11111cm:ilh· friL'milv 
r,•,hr:o!o·~- - the wind. • • 

In :luo:hcr ,:uiric;il scene from 
t!:c don1nr.:ntary. ilscan presents a 
man ,wari111; cypirai business :mirt. 
L'l,pl:1ini11g that r:ipid <kn:lopmcnc 
t•f a su1wr-biod: d1:it wil! imq:,rr:it,• 
husim:s., :ind fL'Sidl'n:ial :1rl'aS in rhe 
c{'n,,-r of J:ik:ina. 

Tit.: bu~ir:<.:.,,man d:iim, th:1t the 
supevocl: will enable residents to 
liv-, dnsc to busin,·ss ,t:nrcrs so that 
the'.' c:111 :i,oid trafliC'. 
,\•he:1 ash·d if lw him~elf l'ould 

livl' in rhe ~llpl'rhln<"k. the h11si- 
1:c·"m:m scowls :ind :1dmits that he· 
woukl nc•r he :rbh.: to even rt::H :in 
apa:{n:ent there. 

Tie sperblack, Ascan shos 1us, 
i, lvl':r:et! jmr a t'Ouplc nf y:mls from 
the iir;L m:in's slum ":m:irtm.:nr". 
which is s.ated for demolition to 

make way for development to serve 
the· rid:. 
Jakar!.r Disord,·r ,·xplurl's rlw 

111:irr:fo:rlizario:1 uf tlw riry'$ po"r 
:md iiow the,,· l"t'Sist .:xdusion from 
.:ronomir Jc~·clopml'nt hy dc-vdup. 
int th<.'ir po!it:c:il knowledge -- aml 
hr putting all their experience into 
practice in two presidential elections. 
:\s:::in, of mixed Ciinese, Ger­ 

man and Tndoncsi:in heritage. says 
th:it the hka for dw ,,rojcct .:1:1c'rf:l·,I 
in 2006 wh,:11 lw lir,t •:isirnl 
Indom,si:i. 

"I wanted ro sec cl:r old nmmrr 
of my mnrhcr I ...] I am interested 
in ,il'mu::ran· :111J in d,·il ,o;:ic:r.·. 
I did ;r !or ot' rcse:irl'h. I tarted in­ 
terviewing mnay groups of activists 
and artists ... :\.,c;1:i saiJ dt:ring :1 r.:­ 
cent screening nfJrrk11rt<1 Di.<nrd,·r in 
Jal::irr.,. 

The 39-n-ar-old dirLTtvr nwr wirh 
Wurdnh Hafidz, then coordi naror t•f 
the Urban l'<)Uf Consortium (UPC:). 
'"\\'ard:!h rold rill' nhout cht· 'P<>litir;il 
conrrnc:t • plan from the u r!xrn µour 
dwellers. So, we s1:rru:d dw ii1m." 

I le wa~ rderrin;, to th,· lfl'C­ 
in.,pirt•d m:111if ... <w th:ir ,knwmls 
Li1:it prcsid('tlli:il c:irrd:<l:ttcs ,i;:·11 .111 
:t,_;a'CL'mcnt to i,'1.J.1r:111tel' fin· ba~:r 
lll'Cl!~,itic~ - work .. 1 lann.: . educa- 
1iu11, lw:i!th ittMJr.,11..-,· :ind for111:rl 
rl'rngnirio11 of ti1t• iniorn:al l!m::v­ 
my - iefore paining the support uf 

lhc urb:1:1 poor. 
In th.; 2009 ?"lr<•.-;idcn:iai eiccti0n. 

110111, of rh,· c:u;did:trl'-' w.:r.: wilEui: 
tu si;,'11 thl' c:omr:icr. in ).OH. hnwc,­ 
,-r, Jc;kn •:Jokowi'' Widodo did sip1 it. 
Jakarta J)is<1r,h·r ,how; how th,· 

city's poor, regardless of their edu. 
cation, can realize their ::git- as 
C'i:i:t.,·ns and to how to usC' po!itic.:~ m 
:heir adv:rmag,•. 

In one sceJJl'. fur cxJmplc:. ,rnc 
won:::m sa,·s d1:tr while she knows 
thar the political contract is no le­ 
gaily binding. it could be used as an 
instrument to socially punish pub­ 
lic officials who do 1101 fuifi!I t::,·ir 
promises. 
"If the President fails hi 11:wt :lw 

rt·1;11in.>menrs in tho: crnu:-au. \1·c r:111 
reveal rhc cont.:nt nnd !ti~ lmik..:n 
promises to rhl' µuhlic. Thi, w::y. 
Wt• will shame and puni.,h !ti:ri." ,he 
said. 

Th.; wit :md poli1ir:rl lmmded::l' 
displayed by the urba:1 poor :ts ,k­ 
picted in .J:ikarr,1 n:s:m/,:r .-i:01, ~ 
that politic:d ri~hr., 1:01 vnly bdong 
ro '.he l'duc:it,:d and c·,r.1l•ii~hcd .<,·g·. 
mtents of society but also tw those .at 
its margins. 
Jakarta Di.<,>r,l,·r i, di<.' t:rinl tili:1 

in Asrmi's.lm-.w,·sc· 1'ril,,,c::,, of docu­ 
mentaries that focus on the mur­ 
ginalitt·,I in lnd,,nl'~ia. Tlw <'arlic-r 
fl:ns were Paradise Later znd Riding 
My Tier. 
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